
 

ASEM Seminar : Asia-Europe Learning Mutually 
– Asia-Europe Cooperation in the 21st Century (Towards the 8th ASEM Summit) – 

March 30, 2010, Tokyo, Japan 

(Venue: Orizuru-Yu Room, Main Building, Arcade Floor, Hotel New Otani) 

 

 

1. Purpose of the Seminar 

The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), which was launched in 1996, is a framework of 

dialogue and co-operation bringing together 16 Asian countries and the ASEAN 

Secretariat with the 27 European Union Member States and the European Commission 

with an aim to strengthen Asia-Europe relations as two major regions undergoing 

dynamic changes and development in the post-cold war world. In October this year, the 

8th ASEM Summit (ASEM8) is scheduled to be held in Brussels, Belgium. 

 

In October last year, Japanese Prime Minister Yukio HATOYAMA expressed his 

determination, in his policy speech at the Diet, that Japan would play an active role as a 

"bridge" linking east and west, developed and developing countries, and diverse cultures. 

In January this year, Foreign Minister Katsuya OKADA told the Diet that he would work 

together with foreign ministers in Europe, with which Japan shares basic values, to build 

closer partnership. 

 

In this seminar, Asian and European experts are expected to discuss possible utilization 

of the experiences of both Asia and Europe for the development of exchanges between 

the two regions. Specifically, experts will weigh the future possibility of advancing 

exchange and cooperative relationships in Asia against Europe’s deeper economic and 

regional integration. In the seminar, a policy recommendation with concrete measures 

will be expected. Through this discussion, the Japanese government hopes to deepen 

common understanding of Asia-Europe cooperation in the 21st century. The 

above-mentioned policy recommendation will be used as a reference when examining 

how Japan can contribute to ASEM8.   



 

2. Program 

March 30 (TUE), 2010 

10:00-10:30 Registration 

10:35-10:45 Opening Remarks by Ms. Chinami NISHIMURA, Parliamentary 

Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 

10:45-12:00 First Session “EU’s Experience” 

Keynote Speakers 

 Mr. Thomas ROE, ASEM Counsellor, European Commission 

 Prof. Toshiro TANAKA, Professor, Keio University  

 Audience Question-and-Answer Session 

12:00-13:30 Break 

13:30-15:10 Second Session “Exchanges within Asia and the Role of the Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF)” 

    Keynote Speakers 

 Dr. YEO Lay Hwee, Director, European Union Centre & Senior Research Fellow, 

Singapore Institute of International Affairs（SIIA) 

 Mr. Masayuki SHIBATA, Director, International Affairs Division, Ministry of 

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan 

 Ambassador Dominique GIRARD, the Executive Director of the ASEF 

 Audience Question-and-Answer Session 

15:10-15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30-17:00 Third Session - Panel Discussion and Audience Question-and-Answer 

Session (Moderator: Ambassador Masafumi ISHII, ASEM SOM Leader 

for Japan) 

17:00- Closing Remarks by Ambassador ISHII 
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