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Summary of Discussion  

The 1st ASEM Language Diversity Forum 

Jakarta, 4-5 September 2012 

 

In response to the increasing concern for language diversity due to the transformation of the global 

socio-economic landscape, the 1st ASEM Language Diversity Forum (ASEM LDF) was held in Jakarta 

on 4-5 September 2012 and gathered language scholars, experts and relevant stakeholders of ASEM 

Partners and a representative of UNESCO.   

 

The Vice Minister of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia presented a keynote address 

and officially opened the Forum on behalf of the Minister. The head of the Indonesian National Agency 

for Language Development, the ASEM SOM Leader Indonesia represented by Director for American 

and European Interregional Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ambassador of the 

Republic of Cyprus (which currently holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union) each 

delivered their remarks at the opening session.  

 

The theme of the forum “Safeguarding and Promoting Language Diversity in Asia and Europe towards 

Sustainable Development” was discussed. Views and experiences from Asia and Europe were shared 

by the participants in four working groups.  

 

The key points highlighted during the two days of discussion are as follows: 

1. Language diversity policies and issues in Asia and Europe 
  

Language policy in both Asia and Europe sees diversity of languages in terms of three main types. 

First, there are national languages whose function is seen as a unifying force. Secondly there are 

regional and local languages, whose function is to express cultural identity. And third, there are 

foreign languages which are seen as useful for stimulating and promoting economic development 

through science and international communication. What is needed are coherent and integrated 

national policies balancing all three.  

 

2. Exchange of best practices in safeguarding and promoting language diversity and culture 

diversity in Asia and Europe  

 

Speakers from Asia identified the presence of national, minority, and foreign languages in their 

countries. They considered choice of language, including minority languages, as a right, alongside 

national languages. They identified practices which might be used to safeguard languages, 

including: research programmes, bilingual/multilingual education, establishment of language and 

cultural centres, early age familiarization, language curricula and publication of books and 

dictionaries. A historical perspective also proves valuable in deepening our understanding of 

language preservation issues.  

 

3. The role of media and ICT in safeguarding and promoting language diversity in Asia and 

Europe 

 

New technologies are recognized as having a great impact on small languages. A number of 

problems and issues were seen to be shared in widely different circumstances. One of these is the 

need for data collected to remain usable long into the future and not quickly become obsolete and 

inaccessible. Differences in development or economic level are seen as a factor in the digital 
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divide, especially access or lack of it to ICT. Another realization is that the web, while multilingual, 

still does not have content in the majority of the world’s languages and tools for these languages 

are largely absent. A number of new possibilities and trends also emerged in presentations 

reporting on actual field work. This gives some encouragement that developments in ICT and 

creative new applications of new technology are being used in effective ways that were not 

previously available.  

 

4. Strategies in protecting and promoting language diversity in relation to sustainable 
economic development in Asia and Europe 

 
The question of the relationship between language preservation and economic development, while 

important, proves one of the most difficult to answer. There is evidence that with ample funding and 

depth of expertise a great deal can be achieved in areas such as education, training, language 

documentation, archiving, maintenance, and the like. However, we do not yet know enough about 

the impacts of language preservation efforts on the communities themselves or how such 

successes impact society as a whole. Evidence was given that revitalization efforts in small 

communities can be accompanied by improvements in economic self-sustainability. For example, 

when industries promote their products in local languages to attract customers, both the industries 

and the community benefit.  

 

Examples were presented of successful interventions for revitalizing and developing ethnic minority 

languages in Asian countries, citing also educational, social and economic benefits achieved as 

results. Benefits of language diversity in creative economy were demonstrated.  

 

The importance of accessible primary data (audio-visual) with community involvement was 

underlined, particularly with reference to revitalizing endangered languages. Difficulties exist, 

however, in sustainability of revitalization of languages, due among other things to short funding 

cycles compared to desired archiving and revitalization cycles. 

 

Following the in-depth discussions, ASEM LDF recommends: 

 

a. Resolve to communicate the results of this Forum to relevant authorities in our respective 

governments for further due considerations.  

 

b. Explore possible future cooperation in safeguarding language diversity 

 

c. Organize regular forums on language diversity, if possible on a bi-annual basis, between Asia 

and Europe.   

 

Despite the existence of minority languages in Europe most of the discussion during the two days 

focussed on the cases in the Asia Pacific region.  

 

The protection, promotion, and maintenance of language diversity are essential requirements for 

sustainable development for the benefits of present and future generations. The participants 

acknowledged the importance of such Forum as a platform for cooperation in sharing best practices and 

in building a working network among language experts and policy makers in Asia and Europe.  

 

The participants expressed their appreciation to the Indonesian authorities for the hospitality and the 

wonderful arrangement of the Forum. They proposed to report the results of the 1st ASEM LDF to the 5th 

ASEM Culture Ministers Meeting in Yogyakarta, 18-19 September 2012 and welcomed the offer from 

the European Partners to host the next ASEM LDF in 2014.   
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