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Harmony between civilizations as a prerequisite for sustainable development 

1. Cultural and civilizational diversity: challenge to State's prosperity or 

important component of progress: 

a) Preservation of cultural and civilizational diversity: 

-  general issues related to strengthening intercultural and inter-religious 

understanding and preserving diversity on national and regional levels; 

-  understanding common cultural heritage through comprehensive 

cooperation of the major civilizations; 

-  role of religion and culture in spiritual transformation of society; 

-  interaction of the main Asian cultural and religious traditions 

(Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Confucianism) in the context of regional cooperation 

and integration; 

-  increased contacts among European and Asian religious communities 

and organizations, including through a more dynamic exhibition management; 

-  role of intercultural and inter-religious cooperation in social and 

economic sustainable development. 

b) Respect for cultural and religious traditions when fostering 

intercivilizational dialogue: 

-  traditional confessions and cultural identity: preserving historical 

preferences or ensuring equality of all spiritual practices in the context of 

diversified convictions;  

-  searching for balance in the development of small-numbered cultures 

and languages, as well as ensuring cultural identity of ethnic minorities; 

-  respect for the believers' feelings; 
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-  countering discrimination on religious and ethnic grounds; 

-  role of education in one's mother tongue in preserving ethnic and 

cultural and historical identity; 

-  language tolerance; 

-  development of national language and literature as the basis for 

preserving national identity and creating conditions for multi-polar world in the 

context of globalization; 

-  migration and peaceful co-existence of ethnic minorities within the 

matrix root culture, as well as the role of traditional values in modern Europe; 

-  interfaith relations and immigration, as well as social and cultural 

adaptation of migrants. 

2.  Capabilities of the State to develop intercivilizational dialogue 

a)  The role of the State in ensuring intercivilizational dialogue: 

- cooperation between governmental and religious entities in promoting 

tolerance; 

- law enforcement practices in the context of confessional diversity; 

- search for new forms of interconfessional dialogue; 

- development of the best possible model of relations between the State 

and confessions taking into account the fundamental principles of the freedom of 

conscience and historical realities of each country; 

- increased role of intercultural dialogue as a factor in developing 

Eurasian humanitarian space; 

- role of the State in managing intercultural and interconfessional 

cooperation; 

- role of legal systems, courts and law enforcement agencies in ensuring 

the balance between preserving national and cultural traditions of communities and 

shaping a homogeneous society of citizens at the national level; 

- role of the State in ensuring equitable participation of all social layers, 

regardless of confession, in spiritual life of society;   



 3 
- prospects of relationship between State and Church in the context of 

growing secularization; 

- collaboration with the Alliance of Civilizations and other international 

and regional organizations. 

b)  working with youth: 

- experience of religious education in the ASEM states; 

- role of the system of education in nurturing religious tolerance; 

- fight against youth radicalization on religious grounds; nurturing 

tolerance in secular and religious educational institutions; 

- enhanced cooperation in education, research and science, supporting 

cultural exchanges and young talents, organizing festivals and presentations of 

national cultures; 

- religious education and the freedom of religion at school: religious 

studies or instilling universal values. 

3. Promoting dialogue among members of various ethnic groups and faith 

communities in the context of efforts to prevent and settle conflicts: 

 a) inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue as a tool to prevent ethnic 

and religious conflicts:  

- the role of religious associations in strengthening peace and security;  

- countering religious and political extremism, and its extreme 

form - terrorism; 

- combating fundamentalism, radicalism and hate crimes;  

- consistent practice of addressing crisis situations in relations of 

religious associations;  

- creating algorithms of conflict resolution with due account for 

traditional values; creating "social valves" to ease accumulated tensions;  

- minimizing the conflict potential between traditional and ultra-liberal 

values, their correlation with religious dogmas and behavioral patterns; the impact 

of these factors on the society;  
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- fighting against extremism through religious education, fostering 

inter-civilization dialogue, outreach through the Internet, promotion of alternative 

moderate ideologies, creating an atmosphere of intolerance to radical views and 

doctrines.  

 b) contribution of the media to the development of tolerance in the 

context of peace and security: 

- the role of the media in inter-religious relations and promotion of 

ideas;  

- freedom of the media and moral responsibility of journalists covering 

inter-civilizational topics; respectful and tolerant attitude to the representatives of 

various religious denominations in the media and in the Internet;  

-  prevention of the spread of extremist ideology and calls to violence 

through electronic means of communication;  

-  prevention of use of the Internet to incite religious hatred;  

-  utilizing the potential of the media to spread moderate views.  


