
Cooperation in ASEM for Industrial R&D and Technology Alliances: Life
Sciences, Pharmaceuticals, Biotechnology & Medical Devices

Concept Paper
(Proposed by India)

India hosted the 11th ASEM Foreign Ministers Meeting (FMM11) during 11–
12 November 2013 at New Delhi, India. The theme for the ASEM FMM11 is
“Bridge to Partnership for Growth and Development”. In line with the above
objective  ASEM  members  could  strengthen  Science,  Technology  and
Innovation (STI) led co–operation and industrial R&D. ASEM countries have
achieved  significant  technological  capabilities  in  various  areas  and  can
benefit immensely from complementarities, synergies and co–operation at the
multilateral level. 

Suggested Priority Areas: While opportunities and challenges abound across
several  areas,  it  is  proposed  to  focus  efforts  on  the  “Life  Sciences,
Pharmaceuticals, Biotechnology and Medical Devices”

Objective:  To  facilitate  and  support  joint  industrial  R&D,  technology
development  and  deployments  led  by  industry  and  supported  by  ASEM
member countries.

Goals:  To  implement  at  least  two  Industrial  R&D  or  pilot  technology
demonstration projects in the identified priority areas.

Proposed mechanism

Activity Timeline

ASEM member countries to:
 Identify  the  specific  technologies  that  can  be

targeted   for  joint  industrial  R&D  or  pilot
demonstration projects under each priority area
and,

 Propose a wider list of technology organisations
from  ASEM  member  countries,  who  can  be
invited  to  a  Meeting at  New Delhi  in  January
2015.

ASEM member 
countries to e–mail 
responses to 
rajeev.vijh@gita.org.in 
and 
vimal.kumar@gita.org.i
n by 15November 2014.

Workshop/Roundtable  in  New  Delhi  with
participation  of  Industry  &  Technology
organizations  from  ASEM  members  to  present,

20 November 2014
(See programme)

India would bear all 
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discuss and draw–up action plan for specific R&D /
pilot technology demonstration projects that can be
taken–up for implementation.
ASEM member countries to confirm participation in
any 1–2 projects of their preference.

expenses for hosting the
Meeting. ASEM 
delegates would pay for 
their travel & stay 
expenses.

B2B meetings  at  New Delhi  between  Industry  &
Technology  organizations  from  ASEM  member
countries  who  wish  to  participate  in  pilot
technology demonstration projects to:

 Finalise  Roles  &  Responsibilities  between
project partners

 Assign resources (Financial, Technical, etc)
 Draw–up Roadmap & Timelines  for  project

implementation
ASEM  member  countries  who  do  not  wish  to
directly  participate  in  any  project  can  join  as
observers for capacity building purposes.

20–22 November 2014
and May 2015

India would bear all 
expenses for hosting 
B2B meetings. ASEM 
delegates pay for their 
travel & stay expenses.

Start project implementation July 2015

Interim progress report to be presented at the ASEM
Summit As per dates fixed

Proposed Roundtable/ Workshop –20 November 2014

The ASEM Roundtable on  “Cooperation in ASEM for Industrial R&D and
Technology  Alliances” focusing  on  "Life  Sciences,  Pharmaceuticals,
Biotechnology & Medical” will be held on 20 November 2014 at the India Expo
Mart, Greater Noida, Delhi/NCR, India.
The objective of the roundtable would be to strengthen Science, Technology
and Innovation (STI)  led co–operation between India and ASEM member
countries and identify technologies that can be targeted for joint industrial
R&D  and  pilot  demonstration  projects  under  priority  areas  such  as  Life
Science,  Pharmaceutical,  Biotechnology  &  Medical  devices. ASEM
countries have achieved significant technological capabilities in these areas
and, hence, this roundtable will bring out complementarities, synergies and
the  highlight  opportunities  for  co–operation  between  India  and  ASEM
countries. 
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This  roundtable  will  be  held  on  sidelines  of  Knowledgexpo
(www.knowledgexpo.com), organized at the same venue, by CII and GITA in
partnership with Government of India, and is the biggest global knowledge-
business partnership platform. All ASEM delegates will have access to the
Knowledge Expo sessions and exhibition, through special badges that will be
given  to  them.  They  will  be  invited  to  a  networking  dinner  for  the
Knowledge Expo delegated hosted by CII and GITA.  ASEM participants can
also set-up B2B meetings with other  delegates  through an online process
(weblink will be provided to them by CII at a later date). 

A  large  number  of  academic/R&D  institutions;  knowledge–intensive
industry, entrepreneurs & service providers; and government agencies / states
from India and key knowledge-driven countries (including ASEM Countries)
will  participate  at  Knowledgexpo  as  exhibitors,  speakers  and  delegates.
GITA’s 2ndGlobal Innovation & Technology Alliance Platform is one of the
concurrent  conferences at Knowledgexpo in which many ASEM countries
have already confirmed their participation.

Way Forward

This workshop aims at strengthening ASEM–India STI collaboration in the
field of Health, by promoting existing collaborations; programs and policies,
facilitating  linkages  between  existing  projects  and  triggering  new
collaborations. Recognizing that business operators play a significant role in
development of medical  technologies and that  mutually beneficial  activity
can  be  further  expanded,  the  roundtable  aims  to  create  conducive
environment towards encouraging collaboration by:

 Reach out to all sections of stakeholders including ASEM Member
Countries,  Government,  Technology  organizations,  Consultants,
Manufacturers, Students & Institutions etc.

 Engage policy makers & officials in process of developing cost–
effective  and  simple  medical  technologies  tools  for  delivery  of
affordable healthcare services as well as co–operation in research
and innovation.

***********************
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