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Context and Background:

The 11th ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in India from November 11-
12,  2013,  agreed that  the dynamism of  ASEM  should find expression in  tangible
result-oriented initiatives  which could be utilized  to define joint responses by Asia
and Europe to global and regional challenges and also seize opportunities for growth
and  development. Twelve  areas  were  identified  by  ASEM  members  for  tangible
cooperation with multiple countries having expressed interest in identifying specific
initiatives for  enhancing  cooperation  between  ASEM  members  in  each  of  the
identified areas.

2. It is in this context and with the intent of bridging together Asia and Europe
through  flow of  trade  and  investment  as  also  ideas  and  processes  represented  in
ASEM, actions need to be initiated taking into account the matching markets and
human  resources  requirements  in  Asia  with  the  technological  innovations  and
capacities in Europe.  

3. Efficient and Sustainable Water Management is one of the areas identified by
ASEM partners for tangible cooperation. This includes a wide basket of issues such
as water management technologies, provision of potable water, environmental effects,
sustainable  urban  drainage  system,  building  efficiencies,  municipal  services  and
public-private partnerships etc.

4. Increasing  water  use  efficiency  envisages  certain  key  activities  such  as:
recycling of water; waste water treatment; promotion of water efficient techniques
and technologies; promotion of mandatory water audits including for drinking water
purposes; research in the area of increasing water use efficiency and maintaining its
quality  in  agriculture,  industry  and  domestic  sector;  development  of  eco-friendly
sanitation systems; improvements in the efficiency of urban water supply systems;
efficiency labeling of water appliances and fixtures. 

Initiative proposed  

5. With the aim of supporting technological transformation and demonstration of
global best available technologies and in the context of ASEM’s new approach of
tangible cooperation,  it  is  proposed to organize a Roundtable to deliberate on the
subject and identify important factors contributing towards water use efficiency and
their  relative  contributions,  which  would  facilitate  prioritization  in  evolving
investment strategies to promote water use efficiency. 
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6. The  Roundtable  would  also  facilitate  the  initiation  in  building  partnerships
amongst  interested  ASEM  member  countries,  in  efforts  to  increase  water  use
efficiency through development of further joint ventures.

Objectives 

7. To  contribute  to  efforts  in  ASEM member  countries  to  increase  water  use
efficiency. 

8. To drive sustainable growth of industry through identification of opportunities
for  technical/  technological/  financial  collaboration  between  ASEM  member
countries. 

Strategy  

9. The following strategy is proposed for achieving the objectives:
 
 A Roundtable at Track 1.5 level to be held in Delhi on 27th February 2015.

 ASEM partner countries interested in demonstrating and transferring technologies
to  attend this  workshop.  Other  ASEM countries  (buyers)  may  also  attend this
workshop.

 The Roundtable would focus on water management in specific sectors including
steel, textiles, power, beverages, agriculture etc. 

 Interested ASEM countries would make presentations in their chosen sectors with
specific emphasis on technologies to be transferred.  

 International organizations such as the World Bank, IFC, 2030 Water Resources
Group, ADB etc. would be invited to share their ideas on the Needs & Technology
Assessment, Cost benefit  analysis,  identification and selection of local partners
and  the  methodology  for  evolving  an  innovative  mechanism  to  take  this
partnership forward.   

 The Roundtable would also deliberate on the need and methodology for promoting
partnerships through joint ventures (instead of only sale/ transfer of technology)
between ASEM technology providers and private sectors of the buyer countries.
The promotion of joint ventures based on transfer of technology could continue
through the years 2017-17 to increase the availability of competitively priced and
affordable water management technologies in ASEM countries.

 The outcome of this Roundtable could feed into similar Roundtables or workshops
on the subject, to be further hosted by interested ASEM partner countries. 


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 This  would  become  a  continuous  process  in  ASEM and the  outcome  of  such
Roundtables/workshops could feed into the 10th ASEM Summit and future ASEM
FMMs/ Summits/Meetings. 

Format

10. The Roundtable would be for a day at Track 1.5 level. The Roundtable would
be held on the sidelines of the Water India 2015 organized by CII during 26-28
February 2015, at Pragati Maidan, Delhi. Water India is the region’s premier
exhibition to launch, showcase and introduce the latest innovation equipment
and technologies in Water Management. National Water Mission will be the
Knowledge Partner.

 B2B  Meetings:  Exclusive  B2B  meetings  will  be  organized  between  the
participating delegates. This will be an excellent opportunity for networking
and exchange of knowledge and best practices.

Date and Venue

11. The Roundtable would be held in New Delhi, India, on 27th February 2015.

Participation

12. The  host  is  looking  at  2  participants  from  each  ASEM  member  country
comprising Government officials and experts including from industry and academia. 

13. The  host  would  be  inviting  representatives  and  special  guests  from  other
international  organizations  such  as  the  World  Bank,  IFC,  2030  Water  Resources
Group and ADB. 

Participation Cost

14. Participants would bear their own costs for accommodation and travel.

15. The host would bear the cost of organizing the Roundtable.

Organizers

16. The Roundtable would be organized by:

 Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), India 
 The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)

ASEM Co-sponsors

17. India would welcome co-sponsors for the initiative, with or without financial
commitment. India and Denmark have had some preliminary discussions.
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