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In October 2013, South Korean President Park proposed the Eurasia Initiative at the 2013 International 
Conference on Global Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia, under the theme “one creative, peaceful 
continent”.

The Chair’s statement at the ASEM Summit highlighted the importance of “enhancing Europe-Asia 
connectivity in all relevant fields and to explore concrete steps, including the possible establishment of 
a working group on connectivity towards this end” and activity to enhance Europe-Asia connectivity. 
The Republic of Korea proposed to host the Symposium on International Cooperation for Establishing 
an Effective Eurasian Intermodal Transport and Logistics Network, which was welcomed by ASEM 
leaders. For this reason, the Republic of Korea will host ASEM’s Symposium on Eurasia Transport and 
Logistics Network from the 9th to 11th of September 2015 in Seoul.
Co-sponsor countries: China, India

The initiative projects an integrated system of transport, energy, and trade networks across the 
vast Eurasia continent. It is a follow-up to the Silk Road Express, which would connect rail and road 
transport networks from Korea to Europe, as well as a new maritime route through the Arctic Ocean. 
This transport network is to be followed by the elimination of trade and logistic barriers, allowing a 
seamless movement of people and goods around the continent. In October 2014, President Park Geun-
hye proposed the Symposium on International Cooperation for Establishing an Effective Intermodal 
Transport Logistics Network at the Asia-Europe Meeting which took place in Milan, Italy.

“I believe now is the time to open a new channel to enhance communications in Eurasia and bring out its 
potential for cooperation.
Getting past the disconnect and isolation as well as tension and conflict, we need to build a new Eurasia 
where all of us can carry out peaceful exchanges and achieve prosperity through mutual understanding and 
door-opening efforts. To this end, I want to propose the Eurasia Initiative, a set of directions for making 
Eurasia into a single united continent, a continent of creativity and the continent of peace.”

- Remarks by President Park Geun-hye -

“First, strengthen the physical connections of our two continents. Through the Silk Road Express, we 
experienced the growth of civilization from East to West. It is time to establish a multi-modal transport and 
logistics network that would connect rail, road, sea and air networks by developing new sea routes utilizing 
the Arctic Sea. I propose a symposium to discuss a multi-modal transport and logistics network across 
Eurasian nations. And I hope to form a group of experts to address such challenges as customs clearance 
and the improvement of transportation infrastructure.”

- Congratulatory address by President Park Geun-hye -

| Background |
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Identifying Current Status of Eurasia Transport and Logistics Network Infrastructure and 
Development

- Transport and logistics network infrastructure conditions by modes in relevant countries

- International organizations’ efforts to build the network

- Multimodal freight transport network infrastructure

Multi-National Effort for Better Network Connection and Management

- Cooperation among countries to build and manage the network

- Standardization of technologies and facilities

- Cooperation to improve border crossing

- International cooperation for the Arctic Ocean route to enhance the logistics network

Financing Eurasia Transport and Logistics Network Infrastructure

- National and international investment for the network

- Competitiveness and feasibility of multimodal logistics

- Innovative finance scheme to improve infrastructure

- Public-private partnership (PPP) to develop the network

International Platform to Build Seamless Network

- Review of international cooperation schemes to build the network

- Development of working group platform to continue the discussion

To establish a system which provides the venue 
to identify the current status and issues of the 
Eurasian transport and logistics network and to 
ensure continued discussion of efforts to foster 
peace and comprehensive economic growth of 
the Eurasian continent by means of an integrated 
transport and logistics network, i.e. the Eurasia 
Initiative.  

The following issues to be covered at the symposium 
are the practical matters to achieve for continuous 
cooperation in envisioning the Eurasia Transport & 
Logistics Network.

| Objectives |
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| PROGRAM |

The Symposium will be held over the span of 3 days, from September 9th to 11th, 2015. Organized under 
the framework of the ASEM SYMPOSIUM SEOUL 2015 Eurasia Transport and Logistics Network, the 
Senior Officials’ Meeting and Welcome Dinner will begin on Day 1 (Sept. 9th).

The international symposium will start on Day 2 (Sept. 10th). During the second day specific contents 
will be discussed including each nation’s efforts and achievements to establish the Eurasia network with 
status and improvement plans to build a seamless transit network. On Day 3 (Sept. 11th), participants 
can experience the North and South Korea cross-border railways as a technical tour. It provides a unique 
opportunity for international participants to seek joint plans for the Eurasia network.
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| PROGRAM |

TIME TITLE
08:30~09:30 Registration
09:30~10:00 Pre-Short Film on ASEM Symposium
10:00~10:40 Opening Ceremony

11:00~12:30

Ministerial Session  Speech from Ministers and Vice-Ministers
Moderated by Shamshad Akhtar

Under-Secretary-General of the UN and Executive Secretary of ESCAP,
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

12:30~14:00 Luncheon

TIME TITLE

Session 1. Seamless Transport Network in Eurasia : Land and Air Transport
Moderated by Wencai Zhang (Vice President, The Asian Development Bank (ADB)

14:00~15:20

Presentation 1
Mircea Ciopraga 
Secretary General, Transport Corridor Europe Caucasus Asia (TRACECA)

Presentation 2
Xiao-bei Guo
President, The Institute of Comprehensive Transportation of National Development and
Reform Commission (ICT of NDRC)

Presentation 3
Martin Dresner 
CEO, Air Transport Research Society (ATRS)

Presentation 4
Janusz Lacny 
President, International Road Transport Union (IRU)

Presentation 5
Valery Reshetnikov
Vice-President, Russian Railways (RZD) 

Presentation 6
Attila Kiss 
Executive Secretary, Organisation for Co-operation between Railways (OSJD)

Presentation 7
Yeon Hye Choi 
President and CEO, Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL) 

15:20~15:40 Networking Break

TIME TITLE
14:00~17:30 Senior Officials` Meeting
18:00~19:30  Welcome Dinner

■ Senior Officials` Meeting, Welcome Dinner

 9. 9 (WED)

■ Opening Ceremony, Ministerial Session

 9. 10 (THU)

■ Experts Sessions 

 Session 1
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| PROGRAM |

TIME TITLE

Session 2. Seamless Transport Network in Eurasia : Maritime Transport
Moderated by Sung-Gwi, Kim (President, The Korea Maritime Institute (KMI)

15:40~16:50

Presentation 1 Wang Weina 
Director, Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI)

Presentation 2 Gao Yulong 
Secretary, Jilin Hunchun, CHINA

Presentation 3
Kazunari Igarashi
Head of the ROCB A/P, World Customs Organization Asia/Pacific Regional Office for
Capacity Building (WCO ROCB A/P)

Presentation 4 Bjørn Gunnarsson
Managing Director, Center for High North Logistics (CHNL)

Presentation 5 Anatoly Zolotukhin
Professor, Gubkin Russian State University of Oil and Gas

Presentation 6 Jin-Ok Kim
Sr. Vice President, Hyundai Glovis

15:50~17:10 Networking Break

TIME TITLE

Session 3. Towards an Unified Eurasia Continent through Facilitation and Financing
Moderated by José Viegas (Secretary General, International Transport Forum (OECD ITF)

17:10~18:20

Presentation 1 Naoyuki Yoshino
Dean, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI)

Presentation 2
Marcial Bustinduy Navas
Principal Sustainable Transport Specialist, 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)

Presentation 3 Gennady Bessonov
Secretary-General, Coordinating Council on Transsiberian Transportation (CCTT)

Presentation 4 Askar Mamin
President, Kazakhstan State Railways (KTZ)

Presentation 5 Abbas Nazari
Director General, Iranian Railways & Director, UIC Middle Regional Office

Presentation 6
Yuwei Li
Chief of Transport Division, 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP)

Presentation 7 Chang Woon Lee
President, The Korea Transport Institute (KOTI)

18:20~18:30 Closing Ceremony
18:30~20:00 Networking Reception

 Session 2

 Session 3

TIME TITLE
07:50~15:20 DMZ(Korean Demilitarized Zone) Tour, Kaeseong Industrial Complex CIQ Tour
08:30~15:40 Boarding KTX
09:30~16:30 Seoul City Tour

■ Technical Tour

 9. 11 (FRI)
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Exhibition

Establishment of Expert Group

The unification of the two Koreas is essential to complete the Eurasia Initiative. In light of this, a technical 
tour of the Korean Demilitarized Zone and North Korea’s Kaeseong Industrial Complex will be provided 
to symposium participants who apply for it. Participants interested in the tour are asked to promptly 
apply for the program as the number of daily visitors to the Korean Demilitarized Zone is limited to 90.

An exhibition related to the ASEM Symposium will be held during the symposium. The exhibition is 
an ideal opportunity for any organization, institute or company involved in transport and logistics or 
related activities to raise their profile through presenting products, services and other industry initiatives 
to a global audience. Exhibitors will be able to develop profitable relationships and present themselves 
to the professional world.

Korea seeks to establish a Eurasia experts’ working group under ASEM and annually host an experts’ 
conference for major ASEM countries from 2016 to carry on discussion of the Eurasia Initiative. Insights 
and participation of ASEM member countries are kindly requested.

| Technical Tour |

Panmunjeom

Panmunjeom is where the 1963 Korean Armistice 
Agreement was signed. It is a historic landmark 
which signifies Korea as the world’s only divided 
nation.

Kaeseong Industrial Complex

Kaeseong Industrial Complex is a symbol of inter-
Korean economic cooperation located in the 
North Korean bordertown of Kaeseong. 
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Seoul

Seoul is the capital and largest metropolis of South Korea, forming 
the heart of the Seoul Capital Area, which includes the surrounding 
city of Incheon and Gyeonggi Province. It is the world’s second 
largest metropolitan area with over 25 million people. It is home 
to over half of South Koreans along with 678,000 international 
residents. Seoul has been the nation’s capital for more than 600 years 
since the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910). Today’s Seoul is a bustling 
metropolis, acting as the hub for political, economic, social and 
cultural matters, along with business.

Host

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
The Korea Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT) is responsible for land where people work 
and live, and for transport that connects people in Korea. It creates a beautiful and fruitful territory for future 
generations and builds global transport and logistics hubs, which develops Korea into one of the best 
countries in the world.

Organizer

The Korea Transport Institute
The Korea Transport Institute (KOTI) is a Korean government affiliated research institute, with the governance 
of the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences (NRCS) under the Prime 
Minister’s Office. KOTI has contributed to development of the nation’s transport and logistics policies 
and technologies by conducting relevant research and providing professional advice to central and local 
governments and public agencies. Its mission is to create an optimal transport system through specialized 
research and technical innovations, while positioning itself as one of the world’s leading transport research 
institutions.

Website: www.asemkorea2015.org

Contact
ASEM SYMPOSIUM SEOUL 2015 Secretariat
E-mail: info@asemkorea2015.org     Tel: (82-2) 550-2556/2591     Fax: (82-2) 550-2560

Information

Registration

| Venue |

The Shilla Seoul

The symposium will take place in Seoul, Korea from September 9th to 11th, 2015 at The Shilla Seoul.
	 Address: 249, Dongho-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea
	 Tel: +82 2-2233-3131
	 Website: www.shilla.net


