
 

 

  

  As of 28 March 2015 

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME  

“ASEM SYMPOSIUM ON FUTURE DIRECTION OF ASEM”* 

30 March 2015 Ballroom 1, 2nd Floor, 

The Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 
 

09.00 - 09.30  Registration (Venue: Outside Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

09.30 - 10.00  Opening Ceremony (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

      - Welcome remarks by General Tanasak Patimapragorn,    

      Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand  

      - Group photo 

 Attendance: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Thailand, Moderators and Panelists 

10.00 - 10.15  Coffee Break (Venue: Outside Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

10.15 - 11.15  Session 1: Overview (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

 Presentation of the Discussion Paper “ASEM: Renewal and Revival of   

the Third Decade” by Ms. Shada Islam, Director of Policy, Friends of Europe, 

followed by Panel Discussion 

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Saleumxay Kommasith, Vice-Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Lao PDR and ASEM Senior Official for Lao PDR  

Panelists: 

- Dr. Suriya Chindawongse, Deputy Director General, Department of ASEAN 

Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand 

- Dr. Paul Gillespie, Senior Research Fellow and Lecturer at University 

College Dublin’s School of Politics and International Relations, Ireland  

- Dr. Yeo Lay Hwee, Director of EU Centre, Singapore 

11.15 - 12.30  Session 2: Political Pillar (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

 Panel Discussion followed by Q&A session 

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Narong Sasitorn, Ambassador of Thailand to the Czech 

Republic (former ASEM Senior Official for Thailand) 

Panelists:  

- H.E. Mr. Jeremy Newman, First Assistant Secretary, Europe Division and 

ASEM Senior Official for Australia  

- Mr. Michael Matthiessen, Principal Advisor, Alternate EU Senior Official 

for ASEM and EU Governor in ASEF, EEAS  

- Mr. Kyaw Zeyar, Deputy Director General, Political Department, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Myanmar  

- Dr. Bart Gaens, Senior Research Fellow, Finnish Institute of International 

Affairs, Finland  
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Lao PDR, Latvia, Lithuania, Myanmar, Netherlands, Singapore and UK.  
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- Dr. Farizal Bin Mohd Razalli, Lecturer at the Department of History, 

Political Science & Strategic Studies, National University of Malaysia  

- Mr. Bruno Hellendorff, a Research Fellow at the GRIP in Brussels  

12.30 - 13.30  Lunch Break (Venue: Feast Restaurant, ground floor) 

13.30 - 14.45  Session 3: Economic Pillar (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

  Panel Discussion followed by Q&A session 

Moderator: Dr. Darmp Sukontasap, Chairman, Board of Directors, Vesak 

Capital Ventures Co. Ltd. and ASEF Governor for Thailand  

Panelists:  

- Ms.Pooja Kapur, Joint Secretary (ASEAN ML), Ministry of External 

Affairs, India  

- H.E. Mr. Esko Hamilo, the EU’s ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Expert 

/Eminent Person (EEP) and former Under-Secretary of State (External Economic 

Relations), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland  

- Mr. Zainal Arif Mantaha, Director General, European Directorate, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Singapore  

- Mr. Peter Potman, Director of the Asia and Oceania Department, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and ASEM Senior 

Official for the Netherlands 

- Dr. David Tsao (Cao Honghui), Deputy Director General, Research & 

Development Department, China Development Bank  

- Mr. Tom Dodd, Head, ASEAN Department of Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office 

14.45 - 16.00  Session 4: Social and Cultural Pillar (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

  Panel Discussion followed by Q&A session 

Moderator: H.E. Ms. Ina Marčiulionytė , Director General of Latin America, 

Africa, Asia and Pacific Department at the MFA of Lithuania and ASEM 

Senior Official for Lithuania  

Panelists:    

- H.E. Mr. Claude Blanchemaison, Chairperson of the ASEF Board of 

Governor and ASEF governor for France 

- H.E. Mr. Jiro Okuyama, Ambassador and Deputy Chief of Mission, Mission 

of Japan to the EU and ASEM Senior Official for Japan  
- Ms. Liga Lejina, Deputy State Secretary of the Ministry of Education and 

Science, Latvia  

- Ms. Ranintia Adhi Citra Pramesti, Industrial Engineering, University of 

Diponegoro, Indonesia (an Indonesian student representative who attended the 

Model ASEM and was selected to give the summary of the meeting to the EU 

leaders)  

- Dr. Fionnuala Croke, Chair of the Asia-Europe Museum Network 

(ASEMUS) and Director of the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin  

- Mr. Richard Werly, Paris correspondent of the Swiss newspaper “Le Temps”  

16.00 - 16.15  Coffee Break (Outside Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 
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16.15 - 17.00  Session 5: Conclusion of the Symposium (Venue: Ballroom 1, 2nd floor) 

 Panel Discussion followed by concluding remarks 

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Saleumxay Kommasith, Vice-Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Lao PDR and ASEM Senior Official for Lao PDR (nominated by 

Lao PDR)  

Panelists: 

- Dr. Suriya Chindawongse, Deputy Director General, Department of ASEAN 

Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand 

- Dr. Paul Gillespie, Senior Research Fellow and Lecturer at University 

College Dublin’s School of Politics and International Relations, Ireland 

(nominated by Ireland)  

- Dr. Yeo Lay Hwee, Director of EU Centre, Singapore 

- Ms. Shada Islam, Director of Policy, Director of Policy, Friends of Europe 

 

Note: All panelists and moderators are cordially invited to attend a dinner on Sunday 29 

March 2015 at 18.00 hrs (Room Panisea 2, 1st floor) hosted by the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Thailand.  
 


