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Salutation First Name Last Name Country of Citizenship Name of Workplace/University

Mr Shantanu PAUL Australia Ashoka Innovators for the Public

Mr Thomas Mitchell BROWN Australia World Bank

Mr Jonas FLAKE Austria United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific

Mr Md Adnan HOSSAIN Bangladesh It's Humanity Foundation 

Mr Md Ali HAIDER Bangladesh KDI School of Management and 
Public Policy 

Mr Gertjan BOULET Belgium Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Free 
University Brussels) / Korea 
University 

Ms Mira Lutgarde Willeke 
Rita

WADERA Belgium Flemish Employment and 
Vocational Training Agency 

Ms Nur Atiqah RADUAN Brunei Darussalam Vocational Education and Work-
force Development Department, 
Seoul National University 

Ms Pg Salimatul Sa'ada PG MOHD SALEH Brunei Darussalam Society for Community Outreach 
and Training (SCOT)

Ms Iva Marinova TSOLOVA Bulgaria Jamba/ LEMUR Social Creative 
Studio

Ms Maneth POL Cambodia SHE Investments

Mr XU Luo China Hunan Normal University

Ms Zhiqiong SUN China Yonsei Univeristy

Ms Marijana JUKIĆ Croatia Croatian Employment Service

Mr Costas GEORGIADES Cyprus Maastricht University

Mr Iakovos NIKOLAOU Cyprus Huazhong University of Science 
and Technology 

Mr Vitezslav TITL Czech Republic University of Leuven

Mr Christian Degn VESTER Denmark Aarhus University, Denmark

Mr Mathias Norup JOERGENSEN Denmark Yonsei University

Ms Merlin LINDE Estonia Skyscaffer

Ms Kati Marianne RINNE Finland Economic Development Division, 
Helsinki City Executive Office 

Ms Nadia Amanda KAHKONEN Finland South Pole Group

Ms Olivia-Kelly Tchakounte LONKEU France Pricewaterhouse Coopers(PwC)

Mr Philipp AEPLER Germany London School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE)

Ms Simone Noemi JURECKA Germany Human Resource Development 
Service of Korea

PARTICIPANTS



2nd ASEF Young Leaders Summit (ASEFYLS2)
Participants and Moderators

Page 3/32

Salutation First Name Last Name Country of Citizenship Name of Workplace/University

Ms Myrto M OIKONOMOU Greece Oxford University 

Mr István Balázs OPRA Hungary KUKA Robotics

Mr Danish Ahmad MIR India United Nations University 

Mr Sahil RATRA India Teach for India

Ms Alira Vania Putri DWIPAYANA Indonesia Korea University

Mr Mendra ROBERTO Indonesia Universitas Indonesia

Ms Maeve Mahon MCKIERNAN Ireland Trinity College Dublin & University 
College Dublin

Mr Damiano AVELLINO Italy Orthoponics/ Netto Innovation/ 
Fairbnb

Ms Keiko Olewa ONO Japan Active Connector

Ms Dana MUSTAFINA Kazakhstan KAIST

Ms Mariyam YDYRYS Kazakhstan Nazarbayev University

Mr Nursultan 
Dzhangalievich

BILISBEKOV Kazakhstan Gachon University

Mr Changgyun KIM Korea Kyungpook National University

Mr Hwajong PARK Korea Venture Avenue

Mr Hwansun YOON Korea Korea Education and Research 
Information Service (KERIS)

Ms Hyojin KIM Korea Yonsei University

Ms Jaeyeon LEE Korea Korean Women's Development 
Institute

Ms Ji Eun PARK Korea Center for Global Social 
Responsibility (CGSR) / 
Ewha Womans University

Ms Jihyun KIM Korea Morningstar Korea Ltd

Ms Jisu KIM Korea Keimyung University

Mr Jungyun JO Korea Kyungpook National University

Mr KangSan KIM Korea Minerva Schools at KGI

Ms Kye Jin LEE Korea Seoul National University

Ms Nayoung WON Korea Yale-NUS College

Ms Se Mi CHOI Korea Korea University
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Ms Sohui YANG Korea Sogang University

Ms Subin JO Korea Korea University

Ms Sunhee KIM Korea Korea Research Institute for 
Vocational Education and Training

Mr Taebin YOON Korea Chung-ang International Studies 
Student Association

Ms Taehui HA Korea Korea University

Ms Yeomin KIM Korea Chonbuk National University

Ms Yeon Soo SEO Korea Myungji University

Ms Yoo Ri KANG Korea The Graduate Institute of Peace 
Studies KyungHee University

Mr Sounivong PANYA Lao PDR Insee group trading company

Mr Miks CELMINS Latvia Make Room India

Ms Ieva VEZBERGAITE Lithuania Sabanci University/ UNDP

Ms Caroline Estelle GASPARRO Luxembourg King's College London

Ms Jeen Vern LIEW Malaysia Yonsei University

Ms Suriya Binti ABDUL HADI Malaysia National University of Singapore

Ms Aimee BORG Malta MCAST

Ms Khaliunaa NARANBAYAR Mongolia National University of Mongolia

Ms Mendbayar LKHAASUREN Mongolia Konkuk University

Ms Hnin Wut Yee WIN Myanmar Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy, National University of 
Singapore

Ms Charlotte Henriëtte 
Madeleine

HEYSTEK Netherlands SLI Systems/Utrecht University

Mr Laurens Gerrit BISTERVELS Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Netherlands

Ms Maira GROOT KORMELINK Netherlands Clear Flight Solutions

Ms Linn Cecilie ROODLA Norway Royal Norwegian Embassy

Ms Lise Hagen LIE Norway Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology (NTNU)

Mr Mohsin KHAN Pakistan KOICA and KDI School of Public 
Policy and Management 
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Ms Sibgha AJAZ Pakistan Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform, 
Government of Pakistan

Mr Philip Robert Caspillo FLORES Philippines The Librewry Cafe

Mr Ranel Ram Callet CHENG Philippines KDI School of Public Policy and 
Management

Ms Maria Anna NOWICKA Poland University of Lodz

Ms Andreea Daniela ENE Romania University of Bucharest

Mr Evgenii SMAGIN Russian Federation Chonnam National University 

Mr Oleg SMAGIN Russian Federation Chonnam National University

Mr Vladimir IABLOKOV Russian Federation All-Russian Society of the 
Disabled (Kirov branch)

Mr Kelvin Shih Lei FAN Singapore Singapore Management 
University

Ms Miroslava DUJIČOVÁ Slovakia Faculty of Social Sciences UCM 
in Trnava, Slovakia + 
Future Generation Europe

Ms Špela PLEŠNIK Slovenia Faculty of Social Sciences 
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Mr Ramon Y. MARTINEZ Spain DARE - Democracy and Human 
Rights Education in Europe

Ms Elsa Maria ENGSTRÖM Sweden Swedish Ministry of Employment

Mr Livio BRUNNER Switzerland Lucerne University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts

Ms Withitaporn SANGPRAKONG Thailand Department of Education and 
Training, Australian Embassy

Ms Erin Lorelie YOUNG United Kingdom Oxford University

Ms Phuong Thi Ngoc NGUYEN Viet Nam Ogilvy & Mather 
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Mr Arthur An LAU Australia Australian Government 
Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science

Ms Eleni BAMPALETAKI Greece Self Employed 

Mr Andrew Kevin KENNEDY Ireland Stockholm University

Mr Jort DIEKERHOF Netherlands University of Groningen

Ms Jayasutha SAMUTHIRAN Singapore Diageo 

Mr Ankush Ajay WAGLE Singapore Institute of South Asian Studies 
(National University of Singapore)

Mr Daniar RUSNAK Slovakia Exponea

Ms Lidija GLOBOKAR Slovenia European Commission

MODERATORS
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Mr Thomas Mitchell BROWN

Australia 
World Bank

Mr Shantanu PAUL

Australia
Ashoka Innovators for the Public

Mr Jonas FLAKE

Austria
United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (UNESCAP)

Mr Mohammed Ali HAIDER

Bangladesh
KDI School of Management and 

Public Policy

Thomas is a Research Analyst working on global 
education policy at the World Bank Group in 
Indonesia. His work focuses on the potential of 
Early Childhood Education and Technical and 
Vocational Education (ECED) to reduce poverty 
and inequality of opportunity. Thomas is also 
a board member of Same Skies, an NGO that 
works to provide education services to displaced 
communities in Southeast Asia. Thomas has been 
recognised as a recipient of the Advance Global 
Australian Award for his work on Social Impact in 
2016.

Shantanu is currently heading Ashoka’s flagship 
Venture Program across India and South Asia. 
He has a strong interest in Social Innovation 
and supports ideas and ecosystems to nurture 
change.  His skillset and experiences vary 
from consulting, social impact assessment, 
intrapreneurship, activism, campaigning, and 
entrepreneurship. Shantanu’s experiences have 
ranged from working for large NGOs to starting 
movements at a large scale.

Jonas works as a Consultant in the area of ICT 
and Disaster Risk Reduction at the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UNESCAP). He graduated from Rotterdam 
School of Management, Erasmus University with 
a master’s degree in International Management/
CEMS. During his studies, Jonas pursued a 
business internship at the European Space 
Agency and a research internship for a UAV parcel 
delivery consortium.

Haider is currently doing his Master’s in Public 
Policy at the KDI School of Management and 
Public Policy. Previously, Haider has worked in the 
UN Headquarters, Yunus Center (founded by Nobel 
Laureate Professor Dr. Muhammad Yunus), BRAC 
(one of the leading development organisations in 
Bangladesh), among others.
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Mr Mohammed Adnan HOSSAIN

Bangladesh
It‘s Humanity Foundation 

Ms Mira Lutgarde Willeke Rita 
WADERA

Belgium 
Flemish Employment and 

Vocational Training Agency

Mr Gertjan BOULET

Belgium
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Free 

University Brussels) / Korea 
University 

Ms Nur Atiqah RADUAN

Brunei Darussalam 
Vocational Education and 

Workforce Development 
Department, Seoul National 

University 

Adnan runs his own social organisation called 
’It‘s Humanity Foundation’ in Bangladesh. It is 
a youth based non-profit organisation with the 
vision to eliminate poverty and create secure 
future for underprivileged children and women 
through education and empowerment. Adnan 
completed his bachelor’s degree in business from 
BRAC University, Dhaka and has worked at local 
companies and MNCs in Bangladesh. He also 
serves Startup Istanbul as a brand ambassador in 
Bangladesh.

Mira works as a Project Developer for the Flemish 
Employment and Vocational Training Agency. 
She has a bachelor’s degree in Social Policy 
with a focus on unemployment amongst young 
immigrants. With over 7 years of experience in 
matching jobseekers to the labour market and 
her recent involvement as a project developer for 
young refugees, Mira has gained an appreciation 
for ‚integration through work.‘

Gertjan is a PhD Candidate and a lecturer on 
a double degree programme between Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel and Korea University with 
a focus on trans-border digital investigations, 
cybercrime, privacy and jurisdiction. Previously, 
he worked with the Research Group on Law, 
Science, Technology and Society coordinating an 
EU-funded project on cooperation between data 
protection authorities. Gertjan‘s other academic 
activities include participation in EUROPOL‘s Data 
Protection Network (EDEN), and consultancy work 
for the EU institutions, universities and research 
institutes.

Nur graduated with a Biological Science 
bachelor’s degree and an Environmental Biology 
masters. She entered a new field of vocational 
education in Seoul National University where she 
practices vocational education and training, skills 
development and labour markets.
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Ms Pg Salimatul Sa’ada 
PG MOHD SALEH

Brunei Darussalam
Society for Community Outreach 

and Training (SCOT)

Ms Iva Marinova TSOLOVA

Bulgaria
Jamba, LEMUR Social Creative 

Studio

Ms Maneth POL

Cambodia
SHE Investments

Mr XU Luo

China 
Hunan Normal University

Salimatul is a Primary school teacher, as well as a 
youth advocate. She is also a core member of two 
2 youth-led NGOs: the Human Resource Officer of 
Global Shapers Bandar Seri Begawan Hub which 
aims to empower youth employability, and the 
current President of the Society for Community 
Outreach and Training (SCOT) that champions 
poverty alleviation in Brunei Darussalam.

Iva has been awarded by Forbes Bulgaria in 2016 
in the selection „30 under 30“ in the category of 
Social Entrepreneurship. She is an entrepreneur 
with 3 start-ups under her belt. She is the founder 
of Berlle Creative Studio, co-founder of the 
social advertising agency Lemur and co-founder 
of JAMBA – an online platform that educates 
and connects people with disabilities with their 
potential employers. She is the Vice President 
of the Association of Bulgarian leaders and 
entrepreneurs. She has also done volunteer work 
at the Voenna Rampa camp as an English teacher 
to Syrian refugees.

Maneth works as a Project Officer and Program 
Facilitator for SHE Investments leading the 
Productive Business and Personal Development 
Programme for more women entrepreneurs across 
Cambodia. She also manages events, conducts 
monitoring and evaluation, and plays a key role 
in the strategic development of her organisation. 
Maneth also has co-founded an organisation 
called „Run for Social“, which focuses on 
education for Cambodian Children.

Luo is a postgraduate student at Hunan Normal 
University. He is also a disability rights advocate 
and was born with cerebral palsy. In 2015, he was 
selected as an ambassador of youth with disability 
to do a summer internship with IBM to promote 
inclusive employment. In the past two years, Luo 
has participated in several workshops and training 
camps such as a workshop about youth with 
disability by Harvard University and a barrier-free 
project in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Ms Zhiqiong SUN

China 
Yonsei University

Ms Marijana JUKIC

Croatia
Croatian Employment Service 

Mr Costas GEORGIADES

Cyprus
Maastricht University

Mr Iakovos NIKOLAU

Cyprus
Huazhong University of Science 

and Technology

Sun is a master’s degree candidate at the 
Graduate School of International Studies of 
Yonsei University with a focus on International 
Trade and Economic Development and Global 
Strategic Management. Previously, she interned 
with Shanghai Kindly International Trade, WZBCC 
Holding Company and the Seoul Dialogue for 
Human Rights. 

Marijana is a Counsellor in the Unemployment 
Entitlements Division at the Croatian Employment 
Service.. Prior to this, Marijana actively 
researched and participated on the problem of 
youth unemployment and social entrepreneurship. 
She is also a journalist and member of Legos 
– an association and magazine founded by the 
students of Faculty of Law in Osijek where she 
completed her Masters in Law.

Costas is a law student at Maastricht University. 
His work experience ranges from a traineeship 
with the Permanent Representation of Cyprus to 
the European Union, to volunteering for a myriad 
of projects including volunteering in Lesbos, 
Greece during the on-going refugee crisis. Costas 
also participated in international conferences 
representing Cyprus such as the One Young World 
and Council of Europe projects.

Iakovos is a Bachelor’s student of Biomedical 
Engineering at Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology. Previously, he was the leader for the 
volunteers of the IAESTE organization in Cyprus 
which lead him to work as a Mechanical engineer 
at the Technical University of Liberec (Czech 
Republic) on an internship.
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Mr Vitezslac TITL

Czech Republic
University of Leuven 

Mr Christian Degn VESTER

Denmark
Aarhus University 

Mr Mathias Norup JOERGENSEN

Denmark
Yonsei University

Ms Merlin LINDE

Estonia
Skyscaffer

Vitezslav is a PhD student of Economics at the 
University of Leuven. He holds master’s degrees 
in Economics and Economic policy. Vitezslac is 
a research fellow of EconLab in Prague and a 
researcher at Vrije Universiteit in Brussels.
His main areas of focus are the implications 
of political connections and efficiency in public 
sector including educational institutions.

Christian is currently doing a master’s degree in 
Business Administration with a specialisation in 
strategy, organisation and leadership at Aarhus 
University. His previous work experience includes 
managing the entry process on the Norwegian 
market at Whiteaway Group, Scandinavia‘s biggest 
retailer of home appliances. Christian was also a 
partner in „Bambuu“ a software consultancy firm 
which was part of the Aarhus University Student 
Incubator and latest STIBO Accelerator.

Mathias is currently pursuing a master’s degree 
in International Studies at Yonsei University 
where the fields of concentration are International 
Law & Organisations and Global Strategy & 
Management, after having completed a bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing and Sales. 

Merlin is the CEO of Skyscaffer, an Estonian-
Finnish educational technology startup. She 
is currently finishing her master’s studies in 
Educational Technology at the University of 
Oulu, having previously studied Psychology and 
Educational Sciences in Estonia and South Korea. 
Her work experience ranges from sales promotion 
to managing projects of educational innovation in 
schools and universities. 
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Ms Kati Marianne RINNE

Finland 
Economic Development Division, 

Helsinki City Executive Office

Ms Nadia Amanda KAHKONEN

Finland 
South Pole Group

Ms Olivia-Kelly Tchakounte 
LONKEU

France
Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC) 

Luxembourg

Mr Philipp AEPLER

Germany 
London School of Economics and 

Political Science (LSE)

Kati works for the municipal government of 
Helsinki performing various roles. She has 
produced research reports on young people‘s 
wellbeing for the Youth Department, and 
worked in Immigration Unit to support the 
integration of refugees permanently settled 
in Helsinki. Currently, Kati is planning and 
designing employment services in the Economic 
Development division. She graduated in 2015 
from the University of Helsinki with a master’s 
degree in social sciences. 

Nadia currently works as Head of Communications 
at the South Pole Group which focuses on creating 
climate action solutions aligning with the UN SDGs 
for private & public organisations. Previously, 
she has had experience in diplomacy, corporate 
PR, strategy, team leadership, digital media, and 
project management in fast-paced, multicultural 
environments.

Philipp is a postgraduate Research Fellow at 
the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. He specialises in topics concerning 
effective governance and regulation of climate 
and environmental issues. Philipp is particularly 
interested in the role of cities, towns and 
metropolitan areas in making lasting contributions 
to combatting environmental degradation and 
climate change.

Olivia-Kelly is a senior advisor at Price Waterhouse 
Coopers (PwC) Luxembourg, and has carried 
out several policy analysis for the European 
Commissionon Digital Entrepreneurship Monitor, 
the SME Performance Review, the European 
Competitiveness Report 2015, and the Business 
Innovation Observatory. Prior to joining PwC, 
Olivia-Kelly interned as a Parliamentary Assistant 
in Canada and as a Culture Programme Assistant 
at the French Alliance of Philadelphia. She also 
served as the Head of the European Union 
delegation to the G20 Youth Summit 2016 in 
China.
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Ms Simone Noemi JURECKA

Germany
Human Resource Development 

Service of Korea

Ms Myrto OIKOMOMOU

Greece
Oxford University

Mr István Balázs OPRA

Hungary
KUKA Robotics

Mr Danish Ahmad MIR

India
United Nations University

Simone works as a German employment specialist 
at the HRD Korea, an organisation affiliated to 
the South Korean Ministry of Employment and 
Labour. She supports her home country Germany 
with urgently needed skilled labour and second 
home Korea with career possibilities for Korean 
jobseekers. Simone holds a master’s degree 
in Business Administration and has previously 
worked as a Junior Economist at the Korean-
German Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Myrto is a PhD student at the University of 
Oxford and currently focuses on the impact of 
policy uncertainty on labour markets. Prior to 
her doctoral studies, she obtained an MPhil in 
Economics from the University of Oxford and 
bachelor’s degree in Finance from the Athens 
University of Economics and Business.

Danish is a master’s student in Sustainability 
Studies at United Nations University, Japan with 
a major in Sustainable energy policies. Danish 
holds a bachelor‘s degree in Electrical Engineering 
and has worked on an environmental project with 
the government of India. He also completed a 
postgraduate joint diploma in Liberal Arts and 
Leadership with Ashoka University, India, and 
Sciences Po, Paris.

Balázs works in the field of Human-Robot 
Collaboration at KUKA Robotics, where he is 
helping to create a generation of collaborative 
robots, which are ready to work shoulder to 
shoulder with their human coworkers. He has 
completed a master’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering with a focus on Control and Robot 
Systems at the Budapest University of Technology 
and Economics (BME).
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Mr Sahil RATRA

India
Teach for India

Ms Alira Vania Putri DWIPAYANA

Indonesia 
Korea University

Mr Mendra ROBERTO

Indonesia
Universitas Indonesia

Ms Maeve Mahon MCKIERNAN

Ireland 
Trinity College Dublin and 
University College Dublin

Sahil is currently working as a fellow with Teach 
for India where his primary responsibilities 
include teaching primary kids from low income 
backgrounds. An engineer by education, Sahil 
has also worked as a software developer with the 
French travel company, Amadeus before joining 
the social sector. 

Alira is currently an undergraduate studying 
Business  Administration at Korea University. She 
has previously worked at the Indonesian Students 
Association in Korea, ASEAN Youth Network 
in Korea and the Embassy of The Republic of 
Indonesia as well as an interpreter at the Rio 
2016 Olympics.

Maeve is a master’s student of Development 
Practice in Trinity College Dublin and University 
College Dublin. Her focus of research is on the 
implementation of social protection systems in 
Uganda. Prior to starting her masters, Maeve 
headed a South African NGO as the Chief 
Operations Officer, supporting rural orphans and 
vulnerable children.

Mendra is an undergraduate student of Economics 
at Universitas Indonesia. He actively participates 
in wide-ranging activities from Model United 
Nations, debates to several volunteering activities. 
Mendra’s focus is on the topics of child labour, 
underage trafficking, and female empowerment.
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Mr Damiano AVELLINO

Italy
Orthoponics/Netto Innovation/ 

Fairbnb

Ms Keiko Olewa ONO

Japan
Active Connector

Ms Dana MUSTAFINA

Kazakhstan
KAIST

Ms Mariyam YDYRYS

Kazakhstan
Nazarbayev University

Damiano is the CEO of Orthoponics, a startup 
that creates Aquaponics solution for urban 
farming that can fit every home. With other young 
innovators, he also found NETTO Innovation, an 
association that studies innovation trends and 
discuss different possibilities for the future. 
Damiano is also a platform strategist at Fairbnb 
where he works to craft strategies to build a 
positive non-extractive sharing economy platform.

Keiko Ono is a graduate from the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in BA Politics 
and Development Studies. She is an experienced 
young professional in foreign policy and is 
currently based in Tokyo as a career consultant, 
helping international students and young 
professionals connect with innovative Japanese 
companies looking to internationalise their 
workforce.

Mariyam is a master’s student of Public Policy 
at Nazarbayev University. Currently, she studies 
at Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy as an 
exchange student. Mariyam is the co-founder of 
Public Association „Jas-Volunteers“ in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, which aims to improve professional 
orientation at schools by building bridges between 
university students and high school students. She 
has also worked as an external program-specialist 
for 3 months at UN Women Multi-Country Office in 
Central Asia on youth policies.

Dana is currently an undergraduate studying 
International Finance at KAIST Business 
School. With an aim to create a symbiosis of 
accumulated knowledge in finance together 
with the environment, her research focuses 
on the opportunities of the Triple Bottom 
Line: Planet, People and Profit. She has done 
business research as part of an internship for 
MTI Consulting and has also interned for “Direct” 
Business Communication Agency as an Export 
Manager Assistant.
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Mr Nursultan Dzhangalievich 
BILISBEKOV

Kazakhstan 
Gachon University

Mr Changgyun KIM

Korea
Kyungpook National University

Mr Hwajong PARK

Korea
Renmin University of China

Mr Hwansun YOON

Korea
Korea Education and Research 

Information Service (KERIS)

Nursultan is a master’s student of Decision 
Science at the Gachon University. His work profile 
includes experience as a Regional Manager at 
SME division of JSC Eurasian Bank in Kazakhstan. 

Changyyun is an undergraduate student 
majoring in Materials Science and Engineering 
at Kyungpook National University. His work 
experience includes volunteering at the homeless 
center, “Home of Joseph”, in Daegu, Korea.

Hwansun is currently working as the Assistant 
Education Specialist at Korea Education and 
Research Information Service, a Korean public 
organisation under the Ministry of Education 
that oversees and implements various ICT-
based services across the education and 
research areas. He coordinates peer-coaching 
and teacher-training programmes, as part of the 
cross-continental educational initiative aimed to 
contribute to strengthening  ICT literacy, in line 
with the Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Hwajong is currently an undergraduate student of 
Economic at Renmin University of China having 
already completed a bachelor’s degree in Arts 
from Ateneo de Manila University. He is the co-
founder and President of the Sino-Asian Goodwill 
Association (SAGA), an international student 
organisation. He continued his student experience 
with many internships such as a Program Analyst 
at A Bridge for Children International - an NGO 
dedicated to providing education to migrant 
workers in China as well as at the Australian 
Chamber of Commerce in Beijing, and a Fortune 
500 company. 
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Ms Hyojin KIM

Korea
Yonsei University

Ms Jaeyeon LEE

Korea
Korean Women‘s Development 

Institute

Ms Ji Eun PARK (Cecilia)

Korea
Center for Global Social 

Responsibility (CGSR)/ Ewha 
Womans University

Ms Jihyun KIM

Korea
Morningstar Korea Ltd

Hyojin is an undergraduate student of 
Biochemistry at Yonsei University. Previously, 
she has volunteered at Hyosung Blue Challenger, 
Cornell-Yonsei Debate Invitational & Workshop, 
and at the Rainbow Youth Center. 

Jaeyeon is currently working for Korean Women‘s 
Development Institute for a project on Women‘s 
Policy Master Plan for Sejong Special Autonomous 
City.  She holds a master’s degree in International 
Studies in International Area Studies from Seoul 
National University. Her main research area is 
gender (with a focus on women issues), peace 
and security. Jaeyeon has worked in various 
decision making levels in local communities and 
international organisations.

Jihyun is currently working in a global financial 
service company called Morningstar as an 
accountant. With previous experience in various 
sectors, Jihyun has honed skills in accountancy, 
tax regulations and insurance policies.

Cecilia is a researcher at Ewha Womans 
University‘s Center for Global Social Responsibility 
(CGSR) and a master’s candidate in International 
Business at Ewha‘s Graduate School of 
International Studies. She holds a bachelor’s 
in Operations Management (University of Utah, 
David Eccles School of Business) and has 
academic teaching and consultation experience 
as a teaching assistant with the Department of 
Operations and Information Systems. Cecilia 
recently presented a paper at 7th International 
Corporate Social Responsibility Conference (CSR 
and Digitization) at Humboldt University of Berlin.
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Ms Jisu KIM

Korea
Keimyung University

Mr Jungyun JO

Korea
Kyungpook National University

Mr KangSan KIM

Korea
Minerva Schools at KGI

Ms Kye Jin LEE

Korea
Seoul National University

Jisu is an undergraduate majoring in International 
Relations at Keimyung University and has engaged 
in diverse events related to the field. She has 
taken part in the Harvard Project for Asian and 
International Relations (HPAIR) in Hong Kong and 
has been active in Model United Nations. Jisu 
has also gathered internship experience at the 
Solidarity for the Disabilities Human Rights of 
Daegu.

Jungyun is a bachelor’s student at Kyungpook 
National University majoring in Business 
Administration. He has had internship experience 
at KIST Europe Forschungsgesellschaft mbH) in 
Germany where he handled Finance, Accounting 
and Human Resource matters.

Kyejin Lee is a senior at Seoul National University 
studying Oriental Painting and Education. She 
has had several art exhibitions in Seoul and has 
published a book about art education. Previously, 
she was in Venezia Ca‘Foscari University and 
Beijing Normal University to study languages.

KangSan is a Business And Computer Science 
student at Minerva Schools at KGI. KangSan has 
lobbied for space legislations at US Capitol Hill 
and represented the youth at the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 
He also held several leadership positions such as 
the Director of Young Sustainable Impact – a start-
up accelerator targetting the SDGs. He is also the 
Director at the International Space Development 
Conference 2017, President at the local chapter 
for Students for the Exploration and Development 
of Space (SEDS), and a Media Associate to the 
Young European Leadership.
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Ms Nayoung WON

Korea
Yale-NUS College

Ms Se Mi CHOI

Korea
Korea University

Ms Sohui YANG

Korea
Sogang University

Ms Subin JO

Korea
Korea University

Nayoung manages career services programs 
and employer relations at Yale-NUS College. 
Prior to this, she managed marketing programs 
and communications at Deloitte US, where she 
spearheaded many of the digital and social media 
activities for the manufacturing sector. Nayoung 
graduated with master’s in Education from the 
University of Pennsylvania and a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Michigan.

Se Mi currently volunteers as a Mentor Director 
at WFUNA Youth Forum after just completing 
her master’s in International Development and 
Cooperation from Korea University.  She has 
previously worked as an Administrative Researcher 
at the Center for Climate and Sustainable 
Development Law and Policy in Korea and has 
also acted as a research intern for UNESCO in 
2015.

Soobin is an undergraduate studying history at 
Korea University in Seoul. Her work experience 
includes tutoring high school students in English 
at Hijack Supplementary School and working 
as a part time assistant at Lee Seoyoung Tax 
Accountant Office. She has also volunteered for 
the QoLT Mentoring Youth with Disability Program 
in 2015.

Sohee holds a bachelor‘s degree in Global Korea 
Studies and Public Policy from Sogang University. 
She was awarded the Korean Presidential Medal 
by the Korea Young Talented Award in 2013 and 
is also a national scholar. Her work experience 
includes leadership positions as the founder and 
director at Global Korea Studies Forum (2015-16), 
a youth representative at UN DPI NGO Conference 
(2016), ASEAN-Korea Youth Ambassador (2016) 
and a youth delegate of Korea at UN General 
Assembly 2016 and APEC Summit 2016. 
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Ms Sunhee KIM

Korea
Korea Research Institute for 

Vocational Education and 
Training (KRIVET)

Mr Taebin YOON

Korea
Hansung University

Ms Taehui HA

Korea
Korea University 

Ms Yeomin KIM

Korea
Chonbuk National University

Sunhee is currently working as a researcher at 
Korea Research Institute for Vocational Education 
and Training (KRIVET), a think tank affiliated with 
the government. She is also a member of the 
Survey and Research Working Group of Erasmus+ 
Student and Alumni Association (ESAA). Prior 
to her path as a researcher, Sunhee studied 
Education in college to become a teacher. She 
did her teacher practicum in Estonia and research 
internship in Finland. 

Taebin is an undergraduate student of 
International Relations at Hansung University. 
Taebin has been actively participating in several 
Model United Nations forums and has been 
a supporter of the World Federation of United 
National Associations Secretariat in Korea.

Taehui is an undergraduate student majoring in 
Korean language and literature at Korea 
University. 

Yeomin is currently studying as an undergraduate 
at the Jimmy Carter School of International 
Studies at the Chonbuk National University in 
Korea for a dual degree in International Studies 
and International Development Cooperation.
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Ms Yeon Soo SEO

Korea
Myungji University

Ms Yoo Ri KANG

Korea
The Graduate Institute of Peace 

Studies, Kyung Hee University

Mr Sounivong PANYA

LAO PDR
Insee Group 

Mr Miks CELMINS

Latvia
Make Room India

Yeon is an undergraduate student at Myungji 
University with a major in Youth Education & 
Leadership, where she heads the Student Council 
Evaluation Committee as a Chairman and is 
also engaged as a team leader at the Academic 
Department. Yeon’s work in the field has earned 
her a National Certificate as a Youth Field 
Specialist.

Yoo Ri is a master’s candidate in Peace and 
Global Governance at The Graduate Institute 
of Peace Studies, Kyung Hee University. She 
earned her bachelor‘s degree at Handong 
Global University majoring in Counselling and 
Entrepreneurship.  Her research focuses on 
assisting developing countries to promote 
world peace through counselling and nourishing 
entrepreneurship mind-set in people‘s minds as a 
major tool.

Miks is the co-founder of Make Room India, an 
Indian-European Social Change Ecosystem where 
he Chairs the Indian - European international 
Training Forum „Changemakers‘ Room. Since 
2014, Miks has closely worked with youth-led 
businesses and social entrepreneurs to build 
brand identities of early stage startups.  His work 
portfolio stretches from Europe to Africa and 
now Asia where he conceptualised more than 10 
international mobility projects for EU & African 
change makers through European Commission 
projects.

Sounivong works as a Human Resource Manager 
at Insee Group, in line with his post- graduate 
diploma in Human Resource & Industrial Relations 
from Victoria University of Wellington. His previous 
experience included an HR role at the Save 
the Children International (SCI), Senior Human 
Resources Officer at Lane Xang Mineral Limited, 
and Administration Executive at License, Logistic 
and CSR.
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Ms Ieva VEZBERGAITE

Lithuania
United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP)

Ms Caroline Estelle GASPARRO

Luxembourg 
King’s College London

Ms Jeen Vern LIEW

Malaysia
Yonsei University

Ms Suriya Binti ABDUL HADI

Malaysia
National University of Singapore

Ieva works as a Junior Consultant on Employment 
and Social Inclusion within the Sustainable 
Development Team at the Regional Bureau for 
Europe and the CIS, United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). She is also a PhD candidate 
in Political Science researching on ethnic conflict, 
self-determination of peoples, minority rights and 
federalism. Ieva has completed a LL.M degree 
in Human Rights and was previously a visiting 
scholar at Columbia Law School in New York.

Caroline Gasparro is a master’s student 
in Emerging Economies and International 
Development at King‘s College, London. With a 
background in finance, economics and politics. 
Caroline has taken several leadership roles at 
universities during her previous studies and has 
also actively taken part in Model United Nations 
conferences.

Suriya is a master’s student at Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, National University of 
Singapore. Suriya has a career background in cost 
engineering and is currently on a career change 
towards public policy.  Her skills involve mediation 
and bridging diversity gaps to create an inclusive 
and compassionate society which lead her to 
create ‘If it were me’, an online poverty simulation 
to create awareness on urban poverty.

Jeen Vern is currently pursuing her bachelor‘s 
degree in Economics at Yonsei University as 
a Korean Government Scholarship Program 
grantee. She has actively participated in several 
international workshops and forums that 
emphasize the role of education in empowering 
youths, such as International Student Festival 
in Trondheim (Norway) and UTokyo Innovation 
Summer Program (Japan). She has also previously 
interned at the Research Centre for Water Policy 
& Economy of the Korean Water Resources 
Corporation. 
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Ms Aimee BORG

Malta
Malta College of Arts, 

Science and Technology (MCAST)

Ms Khaliunaa NARANBAYAR

Mongolia
National University of Mongolia

Ms Mendbayar LKHAASUREN

Mongolia 
Konkuk University

Ms Hnin Wut Yee WIN

Myanmar
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 

Policy, National University of 
Singapore (NUS)

Aimee is a student of Chemical Technology at 
MCAST in pursuit of a career in the scientific 
world, she plans to hone her skills in the 
pharmaceutical sector after completing her 
degree. Her previous work experience was within 
the education, microbiology, chemical, genetic 
analysis and quality assurance validation sectors. 
In the future she is looking to work within the 
pharmaceutical industry which may involve quality 
assurance, quality control and research.

Khaliunaa is an International Relations student at 
the National University of Mongolia. Furthering her 
skills in the field, Khaliunaa has been engaged 
with the United Nations Youth Advisory Panel in 
Ulaanbaatar and has participated in several Model 
UN conferences at both local and international 
level, including Harvard MUN, UNESCO Asia 
Pacific Youth Dialogue and MUNAPEST. She also 
attended the 7th Model ASEM in 2016.

Hnin is a medical doctor by training with a 
master’s in Public Health. She is currently doing 
her second master’s in Public Administration 
at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
National University of Singapore. Hnin has worked 
at Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) for 
more than 6 years on several projects related to 
health programs, women economic empowerment, 
inter-religious peace building, entrepreneurship 
education, and the education of children.

Mendbayar is a graduate student at Konkuk 
University in South Korea, majoring in 
International Trade. She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in International Economic Relations from the 
National University of Mongolia. Mendbayar has 
experience as a Program Officer at World Vision 
for two years where she was responsible for the 
project implementation of poverty reduction and 
sustainable development in the areas of water 
sanitation and hygiene, mother and child health. 
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Ms Charlotte Henriëtte Madeleine 
HEYSTEK

Netherlands
SLI Systems/Utrecht University

Mr Laurens Gerrit BISTERVELS

Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Netherlands / 
Yonsei University

Ms Maira GROOT KORMELINK

Netherlands
Clear Flight Solutions

Ms Linn Cecilie ROODLA

Norway
Royal Norwegian Embassy

Charlotte is a human resource professional with a 
specialisation in Gender Studies and Intercultural 
Communication. She is currently working as a 
Human Resource Generalist at SLI Systems 
in Christchurch, New Zealand.  She received a 
Master of Arts in Intercultural Communication 
from Utrecht University and a Bachelor of Arts 
in Communication and Information Science from 
Osaka Kishiwada High School. Charlotte‘s Dutch-
Indonesian background has been the foundation 
of her interest in gender, culture and globalisation. 

Laurens is currently pursuing his master’s degree 
in International Relations at Yonsei University and 
also has a master’s degree in Anthropology from 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong where he 
became the founder and president of NWS Hong 
Kong. He has a work portfolio which includes 
experience gained at the United Nations, the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as NGOs. 
He has previously worked as a Policy Officer at the 
China desk at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 
Hague.

Linn is currently working as a Consular Officer 
at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Beijing, 
China. Besides handling consular matters, she 
actively assists the political team and the Higher 
Education and Science Counselor. She studied 
Chinese and International management at 
Université Bordeaux Montaigne and completed 
her master’s degree in International Relations at 
University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC). 
Linn has experience of working in a fast-paced 
startup environment but has now returned to work 
within the diplomatic sphere in Beijing again.

Maira studied Trade Management for Asia at the 
Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences. As 
part of her graduation, she completed a market 
research for Clear Flight Solutions (CFS), with 
advice on market entry with the Robirds in South 
Korea which earned her a place at the firm.
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Ms Lise Hagen LIE

Norway
Norwegian University of Science 

and Technology

Mr Mohsin KHAN

Pakistan
Korea International Cooperation 

Agency of Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Korea (KOICA)

Ms Sibgha AJAZ

Pakistan 
Ministry of Planning, 

Development and Reform 
(MoPDR)

Mr Philip Robert Caspillo FLORES

Philippines
Xavier University/The Librewry 

Cafe

Lise is a master’s student of Globalization: 
Transnationalism and Culture at the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology. She is 
active in several volunteer organisations including 
AIESEC, UN Students association and ISFIT 2017. 
Prior to this, she completed her bachelor’s in 
International Relations from Durham University in 
the United Kingdom.

Mohsin currently works as a Program Specialist at 
Korea International Cooperation Agency of Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Korea, overseeing KOICA‘s aid 
and technical cooperation programs in Pakistan to 
bring programs and policy reforms in education, 
rural and agricultural sector by reducing poverty 
and fostering employment opportunities for 
youth. He co-founded Youth Advocacy Council 
Pakistan (2009) and Research for Sustainable 
Development, a youth-led initiative, aim to build 
youth leadership through experiential learning.

Philip has a master’s degree in Business 
Administration and a doctorate in Public 
Administration from Xavier University where he 
is also the President of the School of Business 
Management Alumni Association and the Head 
and the Livelihood Development Officer of the 
Xavier EcoVille Project (2013-2016). He owns 
several businesses like The Librewry Café and 
is also actively organising civic and community 
development programs in his community.

Sibgha is currently working as a Young 
Development Fellow at the Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform (MoPDR). At MoPDR, 
Sibgha is involved in designing projects which 
aim to mainstream gender into the policy making 
environment of the Pakistan. Previously, Sibgha 
has worked with Johns Hopkins University Center 
for Communications Program in the capacity of a 
Research Associate. She has a bachelor‘s degree 
in Economics and Political Science from Lahore 
University of Management Science.
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Mr Ranel Ram Callet CHENG

Philippines
KDI School of Public Policy 

and Management

Ms Maria Anna NOWICKA

Poland
University of Lodz

Ms Andreea Daniela ENE

Romania
University of Bucharest 

Mr Evgenii SMAGIN

Russian Federation
Chonnam National University

Ranel is a graduate student at the KDI School 
of Public Policy and Management in Korea where 
he is currently doing coursework for his master 
of Public Policy degree. His research interests 
include Regional Development, Political Economy, 
and Sustainable Development. He has experience 
as a Technical Writer/Researcher, having worked 
in media, government and public relations.

Maria is currently working as an Employer 
Relation Specialist at the University of Lodz. Her 
main duties include establishing and building 
relationships with employers, managing events 
for students and alumni concerning the labour 
market. She also volunteers as a member of 
trainers‘ pool at the Polish Scouting and Guiding 
Association (ZHP), where she runs trainings and 
workshops for young leaders teaching soft skills.

Evgenii currently pursues his studies in Business 
Administration at the Chonnam National University 
where he has also volunteered for the department 
of Foreign Affairs. He is currently working as an 
Overseas Operations Manager at E-SOLTEC Ltd. 
Gwangju, Korea and as a reporter for the Asian 
Culture Center in Gwangju. He interned at several 
Korean private and government organisations 
such as Woori Bank among others.

Andreea is currently pursuing a master’s degree in 
Vision, Graphics and Interactive Systems and will 
be soon pursuing a second master’s in Artificial 
Intelligence at the University of Bucharest. An 
engineer by profession, she has worked with 
IBM and Ubisoft in the past. She has worked on 
several projects including Fingerprints (fingerprint 
recognition system, Simpsons Builder (a MATLAB 
framework), and Task Heroes (IOS application).
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Mr Oleg SMAGIN

Russian Federation
Chonnam National University

Mr Vladimir IABLOKOV

Russian Federation
All-Russian Society of the 

Disabled (Kirov branch)

Mr Kelvin Shih Lei FAN

Singapore
Singapore Management 

University (SMU)

Oleg currently pursues his studies in Business 
Administration at the Chonnam National University 
while simultaneously working at the Asia Culture 
Center as a foreign reporter. He has also 
completed an internship at Dream C&G, one of 
the innovation leaders in the robotics market, 
where he was in charge of overseas marketing.

For the past ten years Vladimir has been working 
for an NGO called „All-Russian Society of 
Disabled“ (Kirov branch). His current position is 
that of an instructor working with young people 
with disabilities. As part of his professional 
capacity, he composes and implements grants 
and social projects, cooperates with local and 
foreign volunteers, authorities, business and 
mass media.

Miroslava is currently a PhD student at the Faculty 
of Social Sciences UCM in Slovakia. Her research 
focus is aimed at educational policy, Bologna 
process, youth unemployment and youth policy. 
She is also actively dedicated to these topics 
through a non-governmental organisation called 
Future Generation Europe, where she creates 
projects of non-formal education for young people 
in order to increase their ability to succeed in the 
labour market and improve their skills.

Kelvin is a second year student from the 
Singapore Management University (SMU) pursuing 
a bachelor degree in Business Management. 
He is currently the President of both the SMU 
Ambassadorial Corps and the SMU Track and 
Field Club. His serendipitous encounter with High 
Jump has brought him to many places, allowing 
him to pursue entrepreneurial endeavours within 
his university, as well as to contribute back to the 
sport through helping out as part of the Singapore 
High Jump group, a self-organised group of 
national high jumpers seeking to grow their event 
in Singapore.

Ms Miroslava DUJICOVÁ

Slovakia
Faculty of Social Sciences UCM 

in Trnava, Slovakia/ Future 
Generation Europe
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Ms Špela PLEŠNIK

Slovenia
Faculty of Social Sciences 

Ljubljana

Ms Ramón Y. MARTINEZ

Spain
DARE - Democracy and Human 

Rights Education in Europe

Ms Elsa Maria ENGSTRÖM

Sweden
Swedish Ministry of Employment

Mr Livio BRUNNER

Switzerland
Lucerne University of Applied 

Sciences and Arts

Špela graduated in Journalism and received her 
master’s degree in Human resource management 
at the Faculty of Social Sciences in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia where she also wrote for the Delo 
Newspaper. She is currently an International 
sitting volleyball referee at ParaVolley Europe.

Ramón is an educator, researcher and intercultural 
projects coordinator specialised in critical thinking 
and creativity. He works in DARE network with a 
focus on Human Rights and Active Participation, 
and works towards citizens’ empowerment to 
reach a more diverse and fair society. He has 
also participated at several summits, forums and 
assemblies across the globe to learn as well as 
contribute on the topic.

Livio is currently doing his master’s in Engineering 
in Industrial Technologies. He completed an 
apprenticeship as an Electrical Engineer at Roche 
Diagnostics followed by a bachelor‘s degree 
in Electronical Engineering with a focus on 
Automation & Embedded System, at the Lucerne 
University of Applied Sciences and Arts. Besides 
his studies he works part-time as an Assistant 
Professor in the department of Digital System 
Design at his university.  

Elsa is a secretary in the public labour market 
inquiry commissioned by the Swedish Minister 
of Employment to analyse and suggest 
improvements to the Swedish labour market 
policy. Elsa‘s area of expertise is the bridge 
between labour market policy and education 
policy. Prior to joining the inquiry, Elsa was 
employed at the Ministry of Education and 
Research. She has a master’s degree in Political 
Science from Stockholm University specialised in 
Public Administration and Organisation.
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Ms Withitaporn SANGPRAKONG

Thailand
Department of Education and 

Training, Australian Embassy in 
Bangkok

Ms Erin YOUNG

United Kingdom
Oxford University

Ms Phuong Thi Ngoc NGUYEN

Viet Nam
Ogilvy & Mather

Withitaporn works in the Department of Education 
and Training at the Australian Embassy in 
Bangkok. She also volunteers at a Women‘s 
Foundation as an English teacher and a mentor to 
help women access higher levels of employment. 
Withitaporn is a recipient of the Endeavour 
Scholarship from the Australian Government 
to study in Australia. During her studies, she 
volunteered with many organisations aimed at 
helping international students in Australia.

Erin is a doctoral student in the Department 
of Education at Oxford University. Her work 
explores how emerging technology mediates 
interdisciplinary research within Higher Education. 
Prior to her doctoral studies, Erin completed a 
master’s in Education (Learning and Technology) 
at the Brasenose College, Oxford, preceded 
by a bachelor’s in Classics at the University of 
Cambridge. Erin also works part-time for the 
International Institute of Educational Planning 
at UNESCO, and as a Research Assistant at the 
Oxford Internet Institute. 

Elaine works at Ogilvy Public Relations Vietnam 
as an Account Manager. She spearheads a vast 
variety of clients from different industries as 
Finance, Technology, Beverage and Healthcare. 
In addition, she is a part of the VietAbroader 
Organization, a non-profit organisation, and 
Global Shapers, an initiative from World Economic 
Forum where she initiates practical programmes 
for youth in Vietnam to boost their education 
and career accessibility and skill improvement, 
through coaching platforms, career conferences 
and workshops as well as digital-based knowledge 
portals.
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Mr Arthur An LAU

Australia
Australian Government 

Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science

Mr Daniar RUSNAK

Belgium 
Exponea

Ms Eleni BAMPALETAKI

Greece
Lawyer/Consultant

Arthur is a Senior Policy Adviser at the Australian 
Government Department of Industry, Innovation 
and Science. He holds a Master of Laws from 
the Australian National University, and bachelor 
of commerce and LLB degrees from Macquarie 
University. Arthur is particularly interested in 
issues of innovation, entrepreneurship and 
inclusive economic growth. His recent area of 
research focuses on a report comparing different 
approaches to supporting science and innovation 
in Singapore and New Zealand, with a focus on 
high-potential firms.

Daniar is currently a Customer Analytics 
Consultant at a start-up: Exponea, a SaaS that 
analyses digital behaviour and automates digital 
actions. He works with predictive machine 
learning, A/B testing, personalisation & with 
a broad customer base. He holds a master’s 
in Business Analytics from Warwick Business 
School and a bachelor’s in Law and Business 
from the University of Warwick. Prior to joining 
Exponea he worked at Amazon in London, PwC 
Consulting in Instanbul, KPMG Startup Studio in 
Bratislava and at the Energy Charter Secretariat 
in Brussels. While at university, Daniar headed 
a social enterprise working with many local 
businesses and charities in Leamington Spa 
adding an estimated £250,000 annually to the 
local economy.

Eleni is a lawyer focused in the area of business 
law. After graduating from Democritus University of 
Thrace, she has attended the Private International 
Law programme offered by the Hague Academy on 
International Law. Besides her legal experience, 
Eleni has undertaken roles and organised projects 
targeting at youth employability, participated 
and moderated various international forums and 
competitions and served as a Head of Delegation 
to UNCITRAL‘s IV Working Group on e-commerce.
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Mr Andrew Kevin KENNEDY

Ireland
Stockholm University

Mr Jort DIEKERHOF

Netherlands
University of Groningen 

Mr Ankush Ajay WAGLE

Singapore
Institute of South Asian Studies/ 
National University of Singapore 

(NUS)

Andrew is from Dublin, Ireland originally and has 
recently graduated with degrees in Business 
Administration and Political Science from 
Stockholm University. He has been employed 
as a political campaign manager and adviser 
to Irish politicians in the areas of economic 
and fiscal policy. Prior to this, he had worked 
at investment banks J.P. Morgan in London and 
Investec in Dublin. He is an ASEF alumnus, having 
participated as a delegate at the ARC5 conference 
in Prague and as a moderator at the 7th Model 
ASEM in Ulaanbaatar in 2016.

Jort Diekerhof has a background in Education 
policy both as a student (Educational sciences) 
and a practitioner (advisory member of the 
University Board). As an advisory member of the 
board, he focuses on the topic of employability of 
students and currently works on guiding innovation 
in education with a focus on E-learning. Over the 
years he gained experience in policy processes 
different educational institutes.

Ankush is a Research Assistant at the Institute 
of South Asian Studies (National University 
of Singapore) with a research focus on global 
interactions of South Asian nations. He graduated 
from the University of Western Australia (UWA), 
majoring in Political Science, International 
Relations and Economics. He also participated 
in the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study 
(YES) Program and was selected as a delegate for 
the 7th Model ASEM and the 25th Harvard World 
Model United Nations Conference. Ankush has 
previously interned at the Youth Affairs Council of 
Western Australia, in addition to holding positions 
as International Representative on the Residents‘ 
Council of St Catherine‘s College and member 
of the inaugural Student Advisory Group of the 
McCusker Centre for Citizenship, UWA.
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Ms Lidija GLOBOKAR

Slovenia
European Commission

Ms Jayasutha SAMUTHIRAN

Singapore
Diageo

Lidija founded Project 668, a youth NGO fighting 
youth unemployment by promoting professional 
development for which she was recognised in 
2016 on the Forbes 30 Under 30 list. She now 
pursues a career as a Communications manager 
at the European Commission where she combines 
her enthusiasm for youth and employment with her 
professional expertise in communications. Lidija 
has completed a bachelor’s degree programme 
in „Languages and Business“, followed by an 
internship in the office of one of the Slovenian 
MEPs in Brussels.  Soon after, an Executive 
Master’s in Communications and European Affairs 
earned her a spot at the Blue Book Traineeship 
program of the European Commission where she 
continues her career path.

Selected for the Diageo Global Graduate 
Programme (Marketing), Jayasutha is part of 
the Global Innovation team for APAC at Diageo‘s 
Singapore office. As an Assistant Innovation 
Manager, she conceives, co-creates and leads 
global innovation projects for Diageo‘s core 
brands, working in collaboration with liquid, 
supply and commercial teams to launch these 
projects worldwide. Prior to Diageo, she served 
for two years in SPRING Singapore, a government 
agency under the Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
as part of her scholarship bond. Focusing on 
the start-up ecosystem, Jayasutha spearheaded 
several key initiatives to enhance innovation, 
internationalization and entrepreneurship 
in Singapore and beyond. She also actively 
contributes to the community through her 
nomination to various government advisory panels 
for youth advocacy, media, literacy and culture. 
Jayasutha is also a part-time media personality, 
television host, actress and radio DJ.
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