" Ambassador Franz Jessen is the Head of the Delegation of the
European Union (EU) to the Philippines. He was previously
posted in Vietham from November 2011 to August 2015 as Head
of the EU Delegation. His prior postings with the Delegation of the
European Commission include Beijing and Tokyo.

Ambassador Jessen served in various capacities in the European
External Action Service in Brussels, most recently as Head of
Division for China, Macau, Taiwan, and Mongolia.

Ambassador Jessen obtained both his M.A. and Ph. D. in Economics from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. He also has an M.A in Social Sciences from Odense
University in Denmark.

Ms. Josephine M. Reynante is the Executive Director of the Office
of European Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). After
passing the Foreign Service Officer Examination in 1996, she
worked in various capacities in the DFA, notably in the Office of
Legal Affairs (OLA) and the Office of the United Nations and Other
International Organizations (UNIO).

Executive Director Reynante was posted in the Philippine Embassy/
Mission in Brussels from 2001 to 2007 and the Philippine Mission in Geneva from
2009 to 2014.

Herman Joseph S. Kraft is an Associate Professor at the
Department of Political Science at the University of the Philippines
where he teaches courses in International Relations and
Comparative Politics. He is also the Associate Dean for
Administration and External Affairs of the College of Social
Sciences and Philosophy at the same university.

He has published articles and book chapters on regional security and security
issues involving the Philippines and Southeast Asia. His recent publications include:
“Human Security in Southeast Asia: Changing Security Norms in ASEAN?” in
Mainstreaming Human Security: Asian Perspectives published by the Chula Global
Network (2012) and “Driving East Asian Regionalism: the Reconstruction of
ASEAN’s Identity,” in ASEAN and the Institutionalization of East Asia published by
Routledge (2012). He is also one of the authors of Philippines Country Report for
the "ASEM in its Tenth Year: Looking Back, Looking Forward” published by the
Japan Center for International Exchange in 2006.
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Held in celebration of ASEM Day, this Mabini Dialogue aims to explore ways by which
Asia and Europe can strengthen dialogue and cooperation on common political and
security issues. The forum seeks to answer the following questions: What are the
specific areas of cooperation that ASEM leaders should prioritize under the political-
security pillar? How can cooperation between Asia and Europe be further enhanced
through the ASEM process? What are the challenges that may hinder cooperation?
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