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On 1st February 2005, the ASEM/TFAP meeting on Standards and Conformity
Assessment (SCA) held its seminar on Best Regulatory Practice (BRP). The
seminar was lead by Japan and all partners’ initiatives. The seminar had ten
presenters from seven partners and one organization.

Mr. Supachai Tepatanapong (Thailand)
Mr. Iman Sudarwo (Indonesia)

Ms. Salmah Mohd Nordin (Malaysia)
Dr. Gero Leibrock (EC)

Mr. Liu Zhaobin (P.R. China)

Mr. Keiichi lwase (Japan)

Dr. Katuo Seta (APLAC)

Mr. Shinji Kakuno (Japan)

Ms. Marie-Christine Poncin (France)
Mr. Shinichiro Fukushima (Japan)

Participated partners are from:

Austria, People's Republic of China, EC, Finland, France, Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Thailand, Sweden, Vietnam

Total approximate 40 people

Introduction & Objective:

The ASEM Seminar on BRP arose from the initiatives and achievements of the
ASEM/TFAP/SCA meeting.

The document on ASEM BRP entitled “Introductory Paper and Guidelines for Best
Regulatory Practice for ASEM Partners” was adopted at the 4th ASEM/TFAP/SCA
meeting in Bangkok in April 2000. After development of the guidelines, a BRP
survey was conducted to draw a better picture of what kind of regulatory practices
were in place in ASEM partners, focusing on electrical safety (including EMC) and
telecommunications and most ASEM partners responded to the survey.

To foster understanding of the issues involved, the ASEM/TFAP/SCA meeting
agreed to hold the “ASEM Seminar on Best Regulatory Practice” in order to learn
from the experiences of ASEM/TFAP/SCA partners.

The ASEM Seminar on BRP was thus held on 1st February 2005 in Tokyo in
conjunction with the 11th ASEM/TFAP/SCA meeting.

Sessions & Presentations:

Session I: “Technical Regulation & Standardization”
1. Cooperation of standardization bodies with regulatory authorities and other



stakeholders in the process of developing product standards

2. Cooperation of standards bodies with the regulatory bodies in developing
technical regulation for mandatory standards

3. Promotion of Participation in International Standardization Activities:
Malaysia's Experience as a Developing Country

4. Evolution in making use of voluntary standards in EU legislation and policy

5. Ensuring transparency throughout the process of drafting regulations

Session II: “Conformity Assessment”
6. Harmonization activities of conformity assessment procedures
7. Different approaches with regard to acceptance of the results of conformity
assessment procedures conducted in foreign territories and their effect

Session llI: Electrical safety (including EMC) sector

8. French experience of market surveillance in the electrical safety
9. Japan’s trends in regulation of electrical safety

Points of presentations:

1. Technical Regulation and Standardization

The importance of cooperation for development of technical regulations among
stakeholders, especially coordination with regulatory authorities, as well as efforts for
international harmonization of technical regulations or standards is emphasized.

Improvement of the visibility of standardization and conformity assessment activities
is also encouraged. Raising awareness of stakeholders and improving transparency
and openness are also indicated as vital. Some examples were presented to give
incentives to stakeholders to let them participate relevant activities of standardization
and conformity assessment. Showing clear future direction to stakeholders is also
important.

Furthermore, different roles of standards are highlighted and their maximum use is
encouraged.

2. Conformity Assessment

There is a clear trend toward delegation of conformity assessment that is usually
combined with application of relevant ISO/IEC Guides. Though operation of
conformity assessment scheme with ISO/IEC Guides seems to be in early stage in
some countries, there are identified needs for further development or improvement of
conformity assessment system including accreditation.

At the same time, several cooperation activities among accreditation bodies are
ongoing to enhance reliability and to promote acceptance of outcomes of their
activities by stakeholders, especially the regulators.

Concerning the mutual recognition activities, existence of different types or options
for mutual recognition of results of conformity assessment is reported; and
significance to conduct cost-benefit analysis of different MRAs is emphasized. In
addition, alternative mechanism for mutual recognition of results of conformity
assessment is suggested to be sought as a practical and effective way to achieve the
object.



3. Electrical Safety Sector including EMC

Market surveillance may be defined as one or more supervision procedures adopted
and managed by competent public authorities to make sure that products placed on
the market meet public criteria such as safety, public health and protection of
environment; and that business transactions between economic operators take place
in a manner of fair competition. In EU, it implies a legal framework including
remedies and compensations, administrative organizations cooperation between
competent public authorities and supervision techniques. Principles of transparency,
non-discrimination and proportionality are applied to market surveillance in EU.

In the field of electrical safety, market surveillance is considered as a key ingredient
of the implementation of the European technical harmonization policy known as the
New Approach.

Finally, but most importantly, harmonization of technical regulations with IEC
standards is explained as crucial point in this sector.



